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Dear Pikes Peak Families, 

 

We hope that you and your family had a very 

restful and fun holiday season.  Can you believe 

it is January already?  The first semester of this 

year has come to an end and we are ready to 

learn and grow in semester 2!  We cannot be-

lieve how fast the year is flying by us!  Here’s to 

a very exciting winter and spring in 2020 at Pikes Peak Elementary! 

As we wrapped up 2019, we had some amazing experiences at Pikes Peak.  First, our long overdue 

playground finally officially opened!  We had an amazing opening ceremony where 3rd grades were given 

the opportunity to break the tape. We even had a drone take a picture of the entire school by the play-

ground. Even though it was December, we had great weather.  

Ask your student out it!  We 

also have a video on our web-

site.  

Second, our staff has been 
hard at work implement the 
ELG (Early Literacy Grant) 
Grant given to us by the Colo-
rado Department of Educa-
tion.  This grant has helped 
us put many systems in place 
to ensure that students are 
getting exactly what they 
need in reading every day. 
We have implemented WIN or 
“What I Need” time for every 
student at Pikes Peak, in all 
grades.  That means that 
every student at PPE is getting small group interventions or literature 

circles, based on each students’ reading needs.  The improvement we have been seeing is incredible!  
Your students have been tracking their own data, talking about what they are learning and why and we 
expect to see even more growth as we continue this school year.  We are so proud of the hard work your 
students and all the staff have been putting into meeting the needs of every student in reading.  Thank 
you for your support with your student every day and tell them to keep up the amazing work! Finally, 
Some important dates and deadlines are coming up.  Choice Open Enrollment is going on now so act 
now!  If you have a desire to attend another Harrison School or are looking for a middle school for your 
5th grader, now is the time to complete the paperwork for Choice Enrollment.  See our district’s website: 
https://www.hsd2.org for details. 

Thank you for all your support. The school-home connection is vital and we could not be the school we 

are today without all you do for your students.  Thank you for doing nightly homework with your child, 

getting them to school on time and reading with them every night.  With all our help our, our Pikes Peak 

Pumas:  Believe!  Achieve!  Succeed! 

Pikes Peak Elementary 
1520 Verde Drive, Colorado Springs, Colorado 80910 * (719) 579-2180 * Fax (719) 579-3565 

JANUARY EVENTS 

 
 Students Return—

January 8 

 

 Report Cards go 

Home—January 17 

 

 MLJ Jr. Day—No 

School—January 20 

 

 Kidpower—January 28—

6:00pm -8:00pm 

 

 Awards Assembly—

January 31 

5th Grade: 8:40 - 9:25 

4th Grade: 1:15 - 2:00 

3rd Grade: 9:25 - 10:10 

2nd Grade: 12:15 - 1:00 

1st Grade: 10:10-10:50 

Kindergarten: 2:35 - 3:15 

Applaud Around 3:15 - 

3:25  

January 2020 

https://www.hsd2.org


HSD2 District Corner 

Parents, are you staying informed with the direction of the District and your child’s 
school?  Be sure to update your information with the registrar at your child’s school.  
When your cell phone number and email are on file, you will get important text messag-
es, phone calls and emails.  Ask your registrar if you are set up to receive all messages.  
Snow may be around the corner and we want to keep you informed quickly!  
Download the District App! You can personalize the app to get school information that you need.  Visit 
the Apple app store or Google playstore: 
Visit your student’s school website and the district website for updates and all 
the latest on the accomplishments of HSD2 
Please read the district’s Winter Weather Policy and be prepared for winter in 
Colorado! 
Padres, se están quedando informados con la dirección del Distrito y la es-
cuela de su hijo? Asegúrese de actualizar su información con el registrador en 
la escuela de su hijo. Asegúrese de que su número de teléfono celular y cor-
reo electrónico estén en archivo para que usted reciba mensajes de texto im-
portante, llamadas telefónicas y correos electrónicos. Pregúntele a su regis-
trador si está configurado para recibir todos los mensajes. Queremos manten-
erle informado rápidamente! 
Descargue el app del distrito! Usted puede personalizar la aplicacion para ob-
tener informaction de la escuela que usted necesite. Visite la tienda de aplica-
ciones de Apple o Google playstore: 
Visite el sitio web de la escuela de su hijo y el sitio web de distrito para obten-
er actualizaciones y las ultimas novedades sobre los logros de HSD2. 
¡Lea la Política del clima invernal del distrito y esté preparado para el invierno en Colorado!  

Dear Pikes Peak Elementary Families, 
 
Throughout the year, our students will be in-
volved in various state assessments. Below is 
the schedule for testing so that you will know 
when your child(ren) will be taking a test. We are 
sharing this information so that you can make 
appointment and/or travel plans outside of these 
times. Please make every effort to have your 
child in school every day so that they can test 
with their teachers and their classmates rather 
than during make up administration times. 
 
Thank you, 
Lauren Petzold 
Assistant Principal  

PUMA News 

https://www.hsd2.org/Page/1
https://www.hsd2.org/domain/64
https://www.hsd2.org/domain/64


Another great way to increase lan-

guage skills is to sing! Singing 

songs with your child or repeating 

chants can help increase their 

speaking skills. Your child is learn-

ing new songs in Music, ask them to teach you too!  

 

¡Otra gran manera de aumentar las habilidades 

lingüísticas es cantar! Cantar canciones con su hi-

jo o repetir cantos puede ayudar a aumentar sus 

habilidades para hablar. Su hijo está aprendiendo 

nuevas canciones en 

música, ¡pídales que 

también le enseñen! 

Health Room News CLDE News 

Being the first month of the new decade I thought it would be good to start counseling lessons with Goal 

setting, growth mindset and Perseverance. This will help the students think of what they would like to 

work on and set goals to reach them even as they learn the skills required to achieve those goals. This is 

how the Counseling lessons for the rest of the months will look like: February: Self Control, Integrity and 

Tattling March: Positive attitudes and Stress April: Citizenship - career development May: Honesty and 

Fairness Remember that I am always here to help. I enjoy knowing what is happening in your classroom. 

While I may not be able to spend all the time I’d like to with your students, I will do my absolute best to 

meet your needs. As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to stop by my office, drop 

me an email, or call. 

Counseling News 

 
 
 
Despite trying your best to keep your children 
healthy, the reality of cold and flu season is upon 
us. Children get between 7-10 colds each year on 
average, with most happening during the colder 
winter months. DO NOT send 
them to school if they have a tem-
perature over 100, and they have 
to be fever free for 24 hours with-
out medication in order to come 
back. Please make sure your 
child is wearing their coats, hats 
and gloves to school during win-
ter months. 

PPE NUTRITION NEWS: 
 
Welcome back. 
 
Breakfast prices $2:10 
Lunch Price   $3:75 
 
If your child brings a 
lunch and needs a milk 
the cost is .75. 



Grade Level News 1st Grade News 
 
* January 8

th
 we are BACK TO SCHOOL for 2020!! 

* Report Cards come out this month. 
* January 20

st
 NO SCHOOL for Martin Luther King 

Jr. Day. 
* January 30

th
 100

th
 Day of School more details 

closer to day. 
* It is important to have students read daily for 20 
minutes to ensure that they improve fluency. 
* Please practice sight words and math facts in addi-
tion to the daily homework.   
* As the weather changes, remember to dress your 
child in appropriate clothing and warm jackets. 
* Thank you to parents who have brought in snacks. 
* Snack donations are always needed for each class 
for about 20 students.   
* Continue to send in box tops.  For every 10 brought 
in your child receives a prize and we are able to pur-
chase great things for our school.   
* Please continue to get your child to school every day 
and on time by 8:00am to eat breakfast.  Their attend-
ance makes a great deal of difference on the results 
of their assessments. 

Kinder News 
This month in Kindergarten we will be working on 
the letters r, b, l, and reviewing the letters we’ve 
already learned. We will review the sight words 
we have learned, and learn with, he, many, and 
them. Please practice these with your child. 
Please help your child be successful at school by 
going through their homework and talking to 
them about what they do during the day. Look at 
their worksheets. Read to them. Count with 
them. Rhyme with them. We will be celebrating 
being in school for 100 days with a 100 Days of 
School Day on Thursday, January 30th. Students 
are encouraged to dress up like a 100-year-old 
person. On January 31

st
, we will be doing a 

school wide awards assembly. The kindergarten 
awards are from 2:35-3:15. Please join us in cel-
ebrating your child’s successes. Lastly, the kin-
dergarten classes will be taking a field trip to the 
Fine Arts Center with a tentative date of Febru-
ary 19

th
. This is an amazing opportunity for the 

students and can’t wait to experience it with 
them! Please ensure your child 
comes to school on time, well 
rested, and ready to learn! 
Thank you so much for all you 
do! 

 

2nd Grade News 
Second grade is excited to welcome a new teacher, 
Mrs. Lipe. She is eager to see all of the wonderful 
growth and development that will be happening in 
second grade this semester. 
ELA: We will be reading text about the world we live 
in. We will be working on finding key details, compar-
ing and contrasting, as well as main topic. Please 
continue reading 20 minutes each night with your 
child.  
MATH: We will be continuing with adding and sub-
tracting. You will start to see the numbers grow in 
size!  We will continue to 
use the place value chart 
as well as the vertical way.  
SCIENCE: We are contin-
uing to work on weather 
and storms.   
WRITING:  We are con-
tinuing with informational 
paragraphs.   

3rd Grade News 
 

ELA: For January we are finishing up our Won-
ders Unit 3 which has surrounded the Big Idea ques-
tion of: Why are individual qualities important? The 
students have enjoyed reading about the unique 
features of things in nature, space, and the charac-
ters in our fiction texts. 
 
WRITING: We have continued to strengthen their 
skills in explanatory writing. We have been setting 
goals on rubrics to improve our essays.  



Grade Level News 5th Grade News 
 
READING: During reading our class will be focusing on the 
kinds of stories we tell and why we tell them. We will also be taking 
a look at how stories, such as legends and myths, are a way of 
expressing a culture. 
Comprehension Skills: Main Idea and Point of View  
We will be continuing working on main idea and point of view 
through out the next couple of weeks.  

WRITING: In writing we are taking a break from essay writing 
and working on narratives. Your students will be learning that 
narratives tell a story and that they have a beginning, middle, 
and end with dialogue. Narratives are usually pretty fun for 
the kids since they can use their creativity into their writing.  

MATH:  Addition and subtraction of fractions: ac+bc=a+bc, ac-

bc=a-bc 

Addition: Because of the associative and commutative prop-

erties of addition, we can add numbers in any order and still keep 

the sum (total) the same 

Subtraction: We can subtract parts of the subtrahend 
in any order and from any part of the minuend (total) that 
is greater than or equal to the subtrahend part(s) and still 
keep the difference the same 

SCIENCE: Unit 2 – Earth’s Landforms and Resources 
Earth is a dynamic planet with a surface that changes constantly 

as a result of natural and human influ-

ences. 

-Will the Earth ever stop changing? 
How would we be affected if it did? 

-Can civilization continue to progress 
without humans further impacting the 
Earth’s surface? 

-How would the Earth’s surface differ 
in the absence of wind? The Sun? 

Water? 

4th Grade News 
 

Welcome back!  We hope you all had a great restful-
break. Time is moving along quickly. We have a lot to accom-
plish in so little time. It is very important that your child is here 
daily. Thank you for all your help and support.  
Social Studies/Science: As we start the new year, some 
things will be changing for the third quarter in science and 
social studies. The biggest change will be that I won’t be 
teaching science and social studies in a direct manner. They 
will still be exposed to both subjects indirectly through ELA 
instruction, but will not have specific grades for either science 
or social studies on their report card for third quarter. The 
plan is to provide additional reading strategies and mini-math 
lessons during my portion of the blocks. I will start up science 
and social studies again in the fourth quarter after CMAS 
testing. Please feel free to contact me via email or on DOJO 
if you have any additional questions. Also, our first field trip of 
the year will finally happen in February. We will be going to 
the Denver Museum of Nature and Science.   
MATH: .We are continuing to work on multiplication and divi-
sion in 4th grade. By the end of January we will be finished 
with Unit 3 and readying to start Unit 4. In unit 4 we will start 
in on geometry, measuring angles, plotting points, drawing 
lines, and solving all of the world’s problems with mathemat-
ics. It’s going to be great!  
ELA: We are going to continue learning about a narrator’s 
point of view and how to identify details to support that 
view.   We will also continue to proofread passages and 
learn how to edit our writing.  Thank you for keeping them 
reading at home.   

PE News 
 

Hey New Year Pumas! 
 
We have some exciting units coming up in PE including basketball, 
soccer, and volleyball.  Second grade will also continue to work on 
the eight locomotor skills (hop, jump, gallop, slide, skip, walk, run, 
and leap) with a goal of mastering all of them by March.    

 
Stay active, eat healthy, be happy! 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, 
please call me at 719-579-3557 
or email me at drikli@hsd2.org. 
 
Here’s to a great 2020! 
Mr. Rikli 
 



Grade Level 

Library News 
We are officially into the second half of the school year and I cannot be-
lieve how fast the time has gone! I want to take this opportunity to remind 
you that ALL students are EXPECTED to READ (or be read to) EVERY 
NIGHT for at least 20 MINUTES!!! Be sure that you are recording ALL of 
the MINUTES that your child reads every day on the colored reading logs 
that I send home every month. Students that complete the activity on the 
back of the log before turning it in are also eligible for an additional prize 
from me!! Please check at home for missing library books!! If you are con-
cerned about what your child has checked out currently, please message 
me through class dojo and I can check that for you!!  

Art News 
Happy new year and welcome 

back to the second half of the 

school year! In Art class stu-

dents will be learning about all 

sorts of new things.  Lessons 

will cover portraits across time 

and societies from Ancient Egypt to contempo-

rary photography in 5
th
 grade, Impressionism and 

Cubism in 4
th
 grade, culture expressed in art in 

3
rd

 grade, Matisse collages in Kindergarten, sto-

rytelling through art in 1
st
 grade, and community 

and public art in 2
nd

 grade.  

Select Pikes Peak students will have their art-
work on display during the month of January at 
Sand Creek Library, so stop by any time the li-
brary is open and check it out. More information 
will be sent to families of those students.  

Music News 
We are in January and off to a great start to the sec-
ond half of the year. 5

th
 grade will be starting band on 

January 22
nd

 after school until 4:45. If you have a 5th 
grade student that is interested in joining band, par-
ents please make an appointment to come by Mr. 
Haney’s room for information. With the spring time 
fast approaching 3

rd
 and 4

th
 grade will preparing for 

their spring concert on April 29
th
. Our 3

rd
 quarter unit 

for all grades is melody and harmony. Students will be 
gaining new knowledge of instruments during this time 
and be prepared to hear lots of noise coming from the 
music room.  

5
th

 Grade Battle of the Books 

Students are continuing to read their battle 
books and will meet weekly until competition in 
April. Since 4

th
 and 5

th
 grade have switched 

lunch and recess times, students will need to go 
to the cafeteria and pick up their tray for lunch 
when the rest of their classes go out to recess.  
This is only for our Thursday meeting days!! 

Drama Club 2019-2020 

Rehearsal Schedule for January:  ALL REHEARS-
ALS UNTIL 5:00 PM.  Students will come straight 
to the Library after school!! 
 
Thursday, January 9, 2020 - Scene 9 
Tuesday, January, 14, 2020  - Scenes 1, 2, 3 
Wednesday, January 15, 2020 - CREW ONLY 
Thursday, January 16, 2020 - Scenes 4, 5, 6 
Tuesday, January 21, 2020 - Scene 7 
Wednesday, January 22, 2020  - CREW 
Thursday, January 23, 2020 - Scene 8 
Tuesday, January 28, 2020 - Scene 9 
Wednesday, January 29, 2020 - CREW 
Thursday, January 30. 2020 - Scene 9 



 
The Census:  It’s important. It’s easy. It’s safe.  

This spring you will be asked to perform an important task: Fill out the census.  

The census is important for many reasons. Its population counts are used to de-

termine the allocation of federal dollars to states, cities and counties, and to help 

citizens and policy makers understand demographic, economic, and geographic 

trends needed to inform critical business decisions. For the [insert name] School 

District, this means federal funding for  school nutrition programs and supports 

for students with special needs, who come from poverty, who are learning Eng-

lish, for disadvantaged students to help ensure that all children meet challenging 

state academic standards and have a well-rounded education. Since the last 

census, the Harrison School District has received additional funds to enable 

these vital services for students.  

Population totals from the census also determine the number of seats each state 

has in the House of Representatives, and the totals are also used to redraw fed-

eral and state legislative districts. Based on projections, Colorado could receive 

an additional seat in the House of Representatives thereby increasing Colora-

do’s voice as Congress debates issues important to all of us. 

What do you need to do? Complete the short and easy form online. If you 
don’t have a computer at home, you can use one at a library or at a location in 
your community clearly identified Census Questionnaire Assistance Center. 
 
Your kids count, so make sure to count them when you fill out the census form in 
Spring 2020! 




